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SGT ARTHUR D BUCKLEY JR,
MIA FROM KOREA

Arthur D. Buckley, Jr., was reported
Missing in Actionon December 9,
1950, during the Battle of Chosin
Reservoir, North Korea. He was a
member of X Corps, ¥ Infantry Divi-
sion (ID), 3%t Regimental Combat
Team (RCT), and 2nd Battalion, E
Company. The 3% RCT had the
daunting task of protecting the right
flank of the 1st Marine Division as

they retreated down the Chosin Reser-

voir, and paid dearly. The 31 RCT
supplemented with other units formed
Task Force Faith went into the en-
gagement with 3,300 troops and only
385 reached UN Lines in Hangnam
still fit for duty barely.

The 7 ID and 31t RCT had been
stationed in Japan since 1948 but
were stripped to supply troops to the
units battling the North Koreans after
they invaded South Korea on June
25th 1950. By September 1950 the
7t 1D and 31st RCT were restored to

full strength, which is when we believe

Arthur Buckley, Jr. was assigned to
this unit. On September 1% 1950,
under Gener al Dou
command, UN troops landed at In-

BY BRUCE GARRY

chon. The 7 ID and 31t RCT
landed at Inchon the next day with
the task to secure the southern
part of Seoul, South Korea. It was
during these combat operations for
the period 2428 September 1950;
PFC Arthur D. Buckley, Jr was
awarded the Combat Infantry
Badge. The recaptured of the capi-
tal city of Seoul was completed
September 28, 1950, thus secur-
ing South Korea from its North
Korean aggressors.

Initially there was no plan to invade
North Korea, but since the thought
was the North Korean Army was in
disarray it would not be a difficult
operation and it would unite Korea
into one country. In preparations
for the push north, MacArthur or-
dered the 7 ID and the Xt Marine
Division off the line. Moving these
two units back to Inchon and even-
tually back on boats was a larger
task than first thought keeping
them off the line for over a month.
The two units then had to be sailed
g around the Korean Peninsula to
conduct another amphibious land-

and eventually back on boats was a
larger task than first thought keep-
ing them off the line for over a
month. The two units then had to
be sailed around the Korean Penin-
sula to conduct another amphibi-
ous landing.

The It Marine Division landed at
Wonsan, North Korea between
October 26h and 31st 1950. The
7th ID landed at Iwon, North Korea
on November 4 1950, and both
units pushed northwest with the
ID getting greater resistance from

the North Korean Army. UN forces
had been engaged with some Chi-
nese troops but MacArthur did not
officially report this to the UN until
November 6" and at that placed
little value to it.

The 31t RCT engaged Chinese
troops for the first time on Novem-
ber 8th atop a 7,700 mountain
called PaekSan. After several
hours of fighting the Chinese units
withdrew. On November 12, the
7t ID was ordered to advance to
the China border with the 3% RCT
to advance west of Kapsan, North
Korea. At this time a severe cold
front had moved in and tempera-

tures dropped to 8 below Zero, with
most American troops not having
any winter clothing.

The massive Chinese Army attack
came the night of November 286 in
the Ch'ongch'on Valley, east of the
31st RCT position so it did not af-
fect them at this time. The 3% RCT
reached Sin'galp'ajin, North Korea
by November 28 having suffered
the most of all the 7 ID units from
frostbite. 58 men of the division
had to be evacuated because of
frostbite, 33 of them were from the
31stRCT alone.

On November 30th the $ Marine

Division was surrounded by Chi-
nese forces at the north end of
the Chosin Reservoir. They begin
to fight their way out driving south
to reach Hagari, North Korea
where a strong Marine defensive
position has been positioned, and
then on to Hangnam for evacua-
tion by ship.

A Task Force is hurriedly put to-
gether on December # with the
31stRCT as the core unit and the
Regimental Commander, Colonel
Alan MacLean, is put in com-
mand. It was very common in the
Korean War to put units together
creating a o0Task

For c
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accomplish specific missions, in this
case the mission was to fight their
way to Hadong and the € Marines
and assist in the drive south to Hung-
nam. Early in the fighting Colonel
MacLean was seriously wounded and
later died. Second in command, Lieu-
tenant Colonel Don C. Faith, Jr. took
command and while leading an attack
on December 3t 1950, he too was
seriously wounded and later died.
Faith was awarded the Medal of
Honor for his actions and the Task
Force was latter called Task Force
Faith in honor of him.

Since there was only one road south
the fighting was fierce with the Chi-
nese firing down on the convoy, plac-
ing strongly defended road blocks
along the road, and blowing up key

bridges. The troops fought in tempera- Arthur Delbert Buckley, Jr. was born

tures reaching 28 below zero and

(CONT).

most ran out of ammunition. The
Chinese troops dropped thermite
grenades into trucks full of
wounded American troops. It was
during this intense fighting and
extreme weather conditions that
Corporal Arthur D. Buckley, Jr. was
reported missing on December 9
1950. The last of the men from the
1st Marines and Task Force Faith
reached the port of Hungnam to be
evacuated December 11th.

On December 3% 1953 Arthur

was reclassified as presumed
dead. He was posthumously pro-
moted to the rank of Sergeant. His
name was placed on the Courts of
the Missing at the Honolulu Memo-
rial in Hawaii.

July 26, 1930 to Arthur D. and

Evelyn Mae (Lancey) Buckley in
Keene, New Hampshire. His par-
ents had only been married less
than a year when he was born.
Arthur spent most of his life living
in Swanzey and attended schools
in Swanzey and Keene. A grave
marker was placed to remember
him in the family plot in Mountain
View Cemetery, Swanzey, NH.

His body is yet to be recovered but
JPAC is still making efforts through
diplomatic channels to get access
to sites in North Korea to recover
our Missing. There is hope as the
body of Corporal Pryor Gobble, who
was also in the 3% RCT and re-
ported Missing near Hagarui on
December 11h 1950 (which is the
same area and only two days after
as Arthur) was accounted for on
May 23d2012. Until they all come
home.

US military buries airmen killed in 1965 crash

AP

=== BY MATTHEW BARAKAT

ARLINGTON, Va. (APEver since Sherrie Hassen-
ger's husband went missing with five other U.S.
airmen over Laos in 1965, her purpose has been to
wish and to hope he would come home. When
those men's remains were buried in a single casket
Monday at Arlington National Cemetery, she said,
some of that purpose was taken away.

"All | listen to is '50s, '60s music," she said. "When |
saw those Air Force men in those dress blues, just
like back then, | just wanted to go up and hug them
and kiss them. It felt like maybe I could find a piece
of my husband in them."

The charred remains of the six airmefi identified
not through DNA matches but through dental
records, personal items and other circumstantial
evidencefi were buried in a single casket with full
military honors, as is common in situations where
remains can't be conclusively linked to a specific
individual. The remains are representative of six Air
Force servicemen: Col. Joseph Christiano of Roch-

ester, N.Y.; Col. Derrell B. Jeffords of Florence, S.C.;

| ASSOCIATED PRESS

over time, despite an occasional unconfirmed
report that crew members were seen alive. The
crash site has been excavated several times over
the past decade, but it was not until 2010 and
2011 that human remains were recovered.

Even though Sherrie Hassenger's husband perhaps
had the most conclusive identification of all six
crew membersfi a tooth of Hassenger's was
recovered and matched through dental records
she and her son Keith Hassenger said they still
have nagging doubts about what happened. Both
said they appreciated Monday's service and were
grateful so many people came to pay respects, but
they said they have had a difficult time getting
answers over the years. The tooth, in their mind,
raises more questions than answers: If a single
tooth was found, they wonder, wouldn't it make
sense that other teeth or perhaps his skull could be
found also?

Keith Hassenger said that while they approached
Monday's service with the feeling it might help
provide closure, that comfort proved elusive."This
may be the only thing we get," he said.

Lt. Col. Dennis L. Eilers of Cedar Rapids, lowa; Chief

Master Sgt. William K. Colwell of Glen Cove, N.Y.;
Chief Master Sgt. Arden K. Hassenger of Lebanon,
Ore.; and Chief Master Sgt. Larry C. Thornton of
Idaho Falls, Idaho.

The Air Force gave all six posthumous promotions,
a military spokeswoman said.

It was Christmas Eve 1965 when their Air Force
plane, nicknamed "Spooky," took off from Vietham
for a combat mission. The crew sent out a "mayday"
signal while flying over Laos, and after that, all
contact was lost. Two days of searches turned up
nothing.

For nearly half a century, the airmen’s families
endured an emotional kaleidoscope that they say is
difficult to describe to those who never had to face
it. The men were listed for years as missing, and
family members held out hope at first that their
loved ones had survived. For most that hope faded

For Jeanne Jeffords, 86, of Temecula, Calif., the
hardest part of Monday's service was seeing how
emotional it was for her children, who were teenag-
ers when their father died."I've lived with it for so
long, I'm all teared out," said Jeffords, who appreci-
ated the opportunity to meet the families of her
husband's fellow airmen. "For all these years we
just had a list of names."

The service drew hundreds of people, including Air
Force and Vietnam veterans unrelated to the
families.

Curtis Eilers, who was 3 when his father died,
admitted he was taken aback that so many people
have been interested in his father's story and
attended Monday's service. Many strangers also
attended a service for his father in lowa."| didn't
know that anybody else would be interested," he
said. "I never thought of my dad as a hero."He said
he was impressed by the efforts to identify the crew
members.

The first joint U.SLaotian team didn't visit the
crash site until 1995 in the southern province of
Savannahket, which was heavily bombed during
the war as it lay on the Ho Chi Minh supply route
that supplied Vietcong communist guerrillas in
southern Vietnam. A villager recalled seeing a
two-propeller aircraft crash near the village. A
second villager had found wreckage of it and took
the team to the crash site.Followp teams
revisited the site four times between 1999 and
2001 and recovered military equipment but no
human remains, and excavation was suspended.

Excavations resumed in 2010 and 2011, when
human remains and personal items from the
crew were found.

Itis not uncommon in situations like these for
joint sets of remains to buried at Arlington. The
Pentagon's Defense POW/Missing Personnel
Office lists more than 83,000 service members
as missing in action, the vast majority from World
War Il. In 2011, the office identified the remains
of 62 service members previously unaccounted
for.

Jeffrey Christiano of Rochester, N.Y., who was
only 2 when his father's plane went down, said
Monday's burial brings his father home and
resolves this nagging, disjointed feeling that
he's not where he belongs.”

He said he has struggled to understand his
own emotions in the months since learning
that his father's remains had been found and
would be buried at Arlington.

“Most people learn about their father by
experiencing them. | had to consciously make
the effort to put the picture of my father
together myself," he said, and in many ways
he put that picture together through the lens
of the decadeslong search to discover what
happened. Now that the search is finally over,
he said, "today's the day he dies, for me."
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VWhen one American 1s ot
worth the effort to be found,
we =s Americans hawve lost

ROLLING THUNDER®, INC. MISSION STATEMENT

The major function of Rolling Thunder®, Inc. is to publicize the POW/MIA is-
sue: To educate the public that many American Prisoners of War were left be-
hind after all previous wars, and to help correct the past and to protect future
veterans from being left behind should they become Prisoners Of \War
Missing In Action. We are also committed to helping American veterans from

all wars.

NEW ENGLAND DIRECTORS CORNER

| hope everyone is having a great riding mission oriented events and allows us
season as we are in full swing and as a to support those that have supported
result our calendars are packed. That us. These challenges are ones that are
occasionally posses challenges to both good to have to deal with. When we are
the member and chapter as a whol& getting multiple invitations that means Directors and if they are approved, they
which do we support how can we do it our message is being heard and people will be brought to the National Leader-
al | ? The truth i s welcemed. abduEdtingdhe Publit abaut |shipGonferewoe which is in November
sure try. For those days where multiple the POWS MIA issue is a core founda-  for consideration and voting.

events are planned and folks are torn  tion of what we do.

on where to go. The first consideration

belongs to our Mission. Does this event | have a quick business issue to ad-
support the Mission of Rolling Thun- dress. Please review our National Con-
der®, Inc. If it does then that is the one stitution and if you have suggestions for
to support. Another option is to divide changes or improvements, please for-
and concur. Consider sending some  ward those to your Chapter President. |
representation to each event. This will be assembling these suggestions
works well when there are competing  from our New England Chapter and

submitting them to National by August
1, 2012. Once they have been submit-
ted, the National Board of Directors will
consider the changes from the State

| wish you all a safe and healthy riding
season.

Doc Stewart
New England Director
Rolling Thunder®, Inc.
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Hello Everyone,

As you all know its been a very trying
few months of highs and lows.

I would like to start off first by address-
ing the loss of a wonderful woman who
brought so much joy to people around
her with just her smile alone, always
happy and warming to be around. |
have personally watched her bring so
much life back to one of our RT broth-
ers. She will be missed in so many

di mensions |
Jean Hackenson and loved ones in
your hearts as she will always be
looking over us

That being said we had a very success-
ful WDC weekend , RTNHcertainly
showed in force for a very special year

o2anniversary o0 of

Inc.

Its just amazing how big the Freedom
run has really become since its early
days.

July 14his our 6h annual Granite
State Thunder Run out of Naults
Honda Manchester.

Very big event for NH so if you have
limited time to give. This is the event

coul dn

to pitch in for . Huge Thanks to Our
Thunder run committee for the work
they do all year to pull this event off.

Summer i s
most of you have been logging the

miles on 2wheels so far. Our season is
rolling in and our Road Captains (Jay R
& 2Tall) will have their work cut out for
them planning their routes and getting

us from A to B safely. We have all
levels of riders and our Chapter is
getting bigger by the month so safety
is everything. | f
not comfortable in certain situations
PLEASE do not hesitate to approach
our road Captains and they will be
more then happy to help you out.

Jay R has taken the time to put to-
gether a group riding protocol for our
Chapter. No matter what your riding
skill is, itdos a

about safety but Road Captain & Asst

Road Captain Responsibilities, mem-
ber riding order within our runs, etc.

Big Welcome to NH. for all our new
Members !!

Any questions you my have please fee

free to ask myself our one of our
Chapter Officers
Wedre here
ence enjoyable and fun.

finally

t o mak epnol ) drbissiol bkl cndpstio € T 1 -

Enjoy the weather and ride safe.

Sincerely,
Joe Pepin
President
RTNH1L

L

hond

GOT BOOKS BY STEVE CANTELLI

What i s
an easy way for Rolling Thun-
der® NH Chapter 1 to make
easy money to support the
mission statement.

We need your help finding
another location (possibly in
Epping or Lee). It would help
us to raise more money but
also a way to keep the books
flowing. As of the last full con-

6 GOT B YRS Havs fijled pugSth

container this year. We have
to thank a gentleman in King-
ston (who sells on Amazon)
and donates books he does-
nét use to

We need your help now! Help
us to get more books and
help us to get another con-
tainer site. If you have ques-
tions please call Steve

us.

Cantelli at 603-918-6071 or
e-mail at stevedive-
sudnh2 @y mai |
NEED your help. Our current
Container is at ECSI Route
125 Kingston, NH (across
from Reynolds RV). The new
site must be at least two

miles away.
Thanks

comé.

Jon Dion doing his part Bringing Books to Kingston

Emily Sweet helps RT to bring Books to Kingston!!

not

\
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POW/MIA FEDERAL LAW FLAG
REQUIREMENTS

Federal law requires the POW/MIA flag to be flown
on the following days:

Armed Forces Day, May 16

Memorial Day, May 25

Flag Day, June 14

Independence Day, July 4

POW/MIA Day, 3rd Friday of September
Veterans Day, Nov. 11

= =2 =4 =4 -4 2

Becky & Too Tall in DC

POW/MIA NATIONAL MONUMENT
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Audie Murphys Wifey Rich & Betty

Pamela Murphy, widow of
WWII hero and actor, Audie
Murphy, died peacefully at
her home on April 8, 2010.
She was the widow of the
most decorated WWII hero
and actor, Audie Murphy,
and established her own dis-
tinctive 35 year career work-
ing as a patient liaison at the
Sepulveda Veterans Admini-
stration hospital, treating
every veteran who visited the
facility as if they were a VIP.

Any soldier or Marine who
came into the hospital got the
same special treatment from
her. She would walk the hall-
ways with her clipboard in
hand making sure her boys got
to see the specialist they
needed.

If they didn't, watch out. Her
boys weren't Medal of Honor
recipients or movie stars like
Audie, but that didn't matter to
Pam. They had served their
country. That was good enough
for her. She never called a vet-
eran by his first name. It was
always "Mister." Respect came
with the job.

"Nobody could cut through VA
red tape faster than Mrs. Mur-
phy," said veteran Stephen
Sherman, speaking for thou-
sands of veterans she be-
friended over the years. "Many
times | watched her march a
veteran who had been waiting
more than an hour right into the

doctor's office. She was even
reprimanded a few times, but it
didn't matter to Mrs. Murphy.
"Only her boys mattered. She
was our angel."

Audie Murphy died broke in a
plane crash in 1971, squander-
ing millions of dollars on gam-
bling, bad investments, and
yes, other women. "Even with
the adultery and desertion at
the end, he always remained
my hero," Pam told me.

She went from a comfortable
ranchstyle home in Van Nuys
where she raised two sons to a
small apartmenttaking a
clerk's job at the nearby VA to
support herself and start paying
off her faded movie star hus-
band's debts. At first, no one
knew who she was. Soon,
though, word spread through
the VA that the nice woman
with the clipboard was Audie
Murphy's widow. It was like
saying General Patton had just
walked in the front door. Men
with tears in their eyes walked
up to her and gave her a hug.
"Thank you," they said, over
and over.

The first couple of years, |
think the hugs were

more for Audie's memory as a
war hero. The last 30 years,
they were for Pam.

One year | asked her to be the
focus of a Veteran's Day col-
umn for all the work she had
done. Pam just shook her head

no.
"Honor them, not me," she
said, pointing to a group of
veterans down the hallway.
"They're the ones who deserve
it."

The vets disagreed. Mrs. Mur-
phy deserved the accolades,
they said. Incredibly, in 2002,
Pam's job was going to be
eliminated in budget cuts. She
was considered "excess staff."
"l don't think helping cut down
on veterans' complaints and
showing them the respect they
deserve, should be considered
excess staff," she told me. Nei-
ther did the veterans. They
went ballistic, holding a rally
for her outside the VA gates.
Pretty soon, word came down
from the top of the VA. Pam
Murphy was no longer consid-
ered "excess staff."

She remained working full time
at the VA until 2007 when she
was 87.

"The last time she was here
was a couple of years ago for
the conference we had for
homeless veterans," said Becky
James, coordinator of the VA's
Veterans History Project. Pam
wanted to see if there was any-
thing she could do to help some
more of her boys. Pam Murphy
was 90 when she died. What a
lady.

Dennis McCarthy, Los Angeles
Times April 15, 2010 ~
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Sgt. Bowe R. Bergdahl Stokyuccr

At 0900 on the Tuesday morning of
June 30, 2009, at Outpost Mest, in the
Yahya Khail District of Paktika Prov-
ince, Afghanistan, Company B sl
Battalion, 501st Infantry (Airborne)
Regiment, 4" Brigade Combat Team
(BCT), 28 Infantry Division (ID) con-
ducted their Morning Roll Call for
100% accountability. It was at this Roll
Call that Company B Commander
discovered Private First Class Bergdahl
was missing. An immediate search of
all areas in Outpost Mest was con-
ducted without locating the missing
soldier. The next higher command
Blackfoot Tactical Operations Com-
mand (TOC) was notified of the miss-
ing soldier. Blackfoot TOC then re-
ported the situation to the 4" BCT
command at Geronimo TOC.

The command issued a mandatory
100% accountably of all camps and
launched a search for PFC Bergdahl.
Military Dogs and a Pathfinder unit
were dispatched to the rugged moun-
tainous area, twelve miles from the
Pakistan border, and had boots on the
ground within few hours. A Drone and
aviation assets were tasked and expe-
dited to the area of search. Blocking

Positions were deployed on area roads
and known paths of travel checking all
traffic. A more detailed search of all
vehicles, latrines, bunkers, and other
Personnel Facilities was ordered for
Outpost Mest and nearby Outpost
Sharan. All of these efforts did not
result in finding PFC Bergdahl.

On July 2, 2009 it was reported the
Outpost Mest Commander met with
the local Elders to seek information
and request their assistance in recov-
ery and learning the wellbeing of PCF
Bergdahl. The Taliban had asked the
Elders to be the go between the Tali-
ban and the U.S. Military to work a
trade. The Elders assured the Com-
mander that PFC Bergdahl was alive
and not being harmed. The Taliban
wanted 15 of their own held in Ameri-
can prisons to be released and an
unspecified amount of money in ex-
change for PFC Bergdahl. The Com-
mander offered to request resources
to help the Elders defend themselves
if they would help get PFC Bergdahl
back from the Taliban. The Elders said
they would try, and they even at-
tempted to contact the Taliban so that
the Commander could speak to

Bergdahl but the communications
network was down so the call did not
go through.

The last reported physical sighting of
PFC Bergdahl was on July 4, 2009
where he had a bag over his head,
wearing dark khaki apparel being
transported in a black Toyota Corrolla
escorted by motorcycles. Between
December 2009 and May 2011 the
Taliban have released five videos of
Bergdahl but there has not been
anything for thirteen months now.
There are reports that negotiations
have been ongoing for an exchange

MAY BooT PATCHESN CONGRADULATIONS

Ken Park (left) Receives his Boot Patch

MAY BACK PATCHESi CONGRADULATIONS

George Gebow (Left) Receives his Back Patches



